National Transparency Authority should publish the full investigation regarding pushbacks in
accordance with the principle of transparency

Athens, 7 April 2022: On the 29th of March, the Greek National Transparency Authority (NTA) issued
a press release announcing the conclusion of a 3-month investigation on the management of
migration flows to the Greek territory as well as the relevant international journalistic reports on
informal forced returns (pushbacks)1.
It is recalled that NTA’s investigation was launched at the request of the Minister of Migration and
Asylum, following the publication of an 8-month journalistic investigation by Lighthouse Reports and
nine more European media platforms, which referred to a “system” of illegal forced returns in Greece
and Croatia and the direct involvement of special units of security forces assigned with the task to
“chase asylum applicants away from the E.U.”2.
It is also recalled that the issue of pushbacks in Greece has caused multiple interventions by the
European Commission, which, in September 2021, vetoed the release of a € 15,83 million emergency
fund to Greece, setting as a prerequisite the establishment of an independent mechanism for the
investigation of allegations on human rights violations at the country’s borders.3 More recently, the
European Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) decided by a qualified majority to
postpone the decision on the discharge of the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex)
2020 accounts. CONT’s decision invoked, inter alia, the failure of the Agency to create a serious
incidents reporting mechanism, as well as the fact that the Agency’s management was aware but
deliberately avoided to report violations of fundamental rights at the EU’s external borders and
specifically in Greece, as per the summary of a report by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), which
was presented before the CONT on the 28th of February.4
In this context, it is deeply concerning that the NTA decided to announce the findings of its
investigation through a press release, thus leaving a large amount of questions unanswered, such as
if and to what extent it took into consideration the 540 cases of illegal pushbacks recorded by the UN
Refugee Agency (UNHCR) in Greece5, the range of actors that were approached for the purposes of
the investigation, as well as the broader methodology used to corroborate its findings. On the
contrary, unexpectedly, NTA conducted part of the investigation with “the support of the Forensic
Science Division (FSD)”, i.e. with the support of a Central Office of the Hellenic Police, officers of which,
similarly to the Coast Guard’s, are the alleged perpetrators of the illegal pushbacks at the borders and
in the Greek territory. Furthermore, it should also be mentioned that dozens of illegal pushback cases
against Greece are pending before the European Court of Human Rights and the Human Rights
Committee of the UN.6
Consequently, the NTA failed to provide essential information which might have provided an answer
on the issue of pushbacks in Greece, as required from an independent authority. It is also noted that
NTA is not a constitutionally established independent authority7, does not meet the ten
requirements/points of the UN institutions and the European Network of National Human Rights
Institutions (ENNHRI) for the establishment of an independent and effective national border
monitoring mechanism of fundamental rights at the Greek borders,8 while, as highlighted in a recent
study,9 it does not have the required specialization on border issues.
In any case, while the NTA does not meet the criteria to conduct an independent investigation on the
allegations regarding pushbacks, we request the publication of the full report of this investigation, in

order for its methodology and conclusions to be available for evaluation, to ensure the accountability
of the implicated actors and to preserve the public’s trust to national authorities10.
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